
 

 

 
All Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

Welcome & Introduction: agricultural service – blessing of new lambs and of earth, also give 

thanks for the other elements of water, air and fire – in the heat of the sun, without which nothing 
grows. 
 

Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth (HO&N 137) 

 
We move to the pool, passing the pen of lambs, stopping there for this reading 

Reading: ‘The Lamb’ by William Blake 

Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? 
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed. By the stream and o'er the mead; 
Gave thee clothing of delight, Softest clothing, woolly, bright; 
Gave thee such a tender voice, Making all the vales rejoice? 
Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? 
 
Little Lamb, I'll tell thee, Little Lamb, I'll tell thee: 
He is called by thy name, For he calls himself a Lamb. 
He is meek, and he is mild; He became a little child. 
I a child, and thou a lamb.We are called by his name. 
Little Lamb, God bless thee! Little Lamb, God bless thee! 
 
We move to stand around the pool 
We praise and thank God for his gift of water, without which, neither we nor anything else in all 
creation can live. Joyful God listener at the well, healer by the pool, dancer at creation, mover over 
the deep dark waters, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 

Reading: (Isaiah 41: 17 - 20) 

When the poor and needy seek water; and there is none and their tongue is parched, I the Lord will 
answer them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers on the bare heights and 
fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water and the dry land 
springs of water. I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle and the olive; I will set in 
the desert the cypress, the plane and the pine together; that people may see and know, may consider 
and understand together that the hand of the Lord has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it.     
  

Hymn – Water of Life 

Have you heard the raindrops drumming on the rooftops'?  
Have vou heard the raindrops dripping on the ground?  
Have you heard the raindrops splashing in the streams  
And running to the rivers all around?  
There's water, water of life, Jesus gives us the water of life;  

Blessing of the New 
Lambs and of the 
Good Earth 



 

 

There's water, water of life, Jesus gives us the water of life;  
 
There's a busy workman digging in the desert,  
Digging with a spade that flashes in the sun:  
Soon there will be water rising in the wellshaft,  
Spilling from the bucket as it comes.  
There's water, water of life, Jesus gives us the water of life;  
There's water, water of life, Jesus gives us the water of life;  
 
Nobody can live who hasn't any water, 
When the land is dry then nothing much grows; 
Jesus gives us life if we drink the living water, 
Sing it so that everybody knows. 
There's water, water of life, Jesus gives us the water of life; 
There's water, water of life, Jesus gives us the water of life; 
 

Blessing 
May the blessing of Almighty God be upon these and all waters; springs and brooks, wells and lakes, 
small and great rivers, and the great outer oceans.  
Amen. 
 
We move up the hill for the blessing of the lambs and a celebration of the air that we breathe. 

 
Introduction to the Blessing 

We tend to think of sheep as being rather stupid creatures and perhaps they do appear that way 
sometimes but when you live and work close to them you find that this is not always so. I know 
someone who used to work with sheep and he found that when one wasn’t well, she would always 
seek out the company of her ’special’ friend – all sheep have a ‘special’ friend and this would help to 
make her feel better. Having heard that story, when you see sheep together, try to spot the friendships 
– and see if you can pick them out! 
 
Sheep also have an innate knowledge of their territory, knowing its boundaries, where to find water, 
which places are dangerous and which provide shelter and safety.  This knowledge is imparted to their 
lambs, so they can pass it on in their turn.  If sheep have to be brought in from outside, they have no 
local knowledge and there are more accidents and casualties. 
There are lots of stories and references to sheep in the Bible, that’s because two thousand years ago 
everyone had to make their living by growing food and raising animals for themselves and to sell. Jesus 
referred to himself as The Good Shepherd– he said… 
 

Reading: (John 10: 14-16 NIV)   

I am the good shepherd;  I know my sheep and my sheep know me - just at the Father knows me and I 
know the Father - and I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I 
must bring them also.  They will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
 

Blessing of the Ewes and Lambs 
Praised be God, who has made every animal. Praised be God who has made every ewe and every 
lamb. Praised be God who has made their woolly loveliness. Praised be God who gives every ewe her 
wisdom that she passes on to her lamb. 
Now, O Father, we pray that you will protect all these sheep and the young lambs 



 

 

and in your name and in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit bless + all things that 
have breath, especially these sheep gathered here; guard them from all evil and and grant that they 
live in peace.   
Amen.   
 

Reading: We like Sheep by Wilf Ward 

Sheep will stray together through bank or stream or hollow, 
Just one will find the weakest place, and all the rest will follow.   
Sheep will take no tempting, no clinging to their master; 
Another voice will sound as sweet and to a sweeter pasture. 
Sheep are never free from danger, always prone to plunder, 
Stolen, lost or set upon, no matter what their number. 
Lord, make me understand and keep myself from falling; 
Not to follow other sheep but hear my Shepherd calling.  
 

Hymn: Great God of all Creation (Tune: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus) 

1. Great God of all Creation  
Dear Lord of plain and hill, 
Of wisdom and of knowledge, 
All learning and all skill. 
We worship and adore thee 
With humble hearts again 
That by your loving kindness 
Our work is not in vain. 
 
2. As every new invention,  
is teaching us more skill, 
Give us the grace to use them 
According to your will 
That none may need to hunger 
And earth become more fair, 
With bounteous gifts of harvest 
For all the world to share. 
 
3. For herdsman and for shepherd, 
We ask a special prayer, 
That every gentle creature 
committed to their care 
May live in quiet comfort 
Supplying all our need 
And never be exploited, 
To satisfy our greed. 
 
4.   We thank thee gracious Father 
For all your love provides, 
With ever-growing wonder 
For all that earth supplies: 
Rich tokens of your kindness\throughout the world we see, 
With grateful hearts we off  
Our love and praise to thee. 



 

 

 
Distribute the bubbles 
We have gathered on this hill-top, where we feel the breeze and can breathe in deeply of the air we 
need to live. Nearly all plants give off oxygen and give us pure air to breathe. We praise and thank God 
for the marvels of his creation and the inter-dependence he has wrought between ourselves and all 
plant-life. Spirit of God, wind blower, life-giver - 

 
Breath of God, breath on us now. 
 

Reading: Psalm 104 

We say this reading together whilst those with bubbles can blow them 
Bless the Lord, O my soul 
O God, my God how great you are 
You have spread out the heavens like a tent and built your home in the heights. You use the clouds 
as your chariot and ride on the wings of the wind. The cedars of Lebanon get plenty of rain, there 
the birds build their nests. When you send out your spirit all life is created. You breathe new life 
into the earth. 
 

Blessing 
Almighty God, may your blessing be on all plants, all providers of air and life. May the richness of the 
air we breathe teach us of the richness of your love.  
Amen. 
 
We move down the hill, over the stile or back through the gate, down to the ploughed field. 
O Lord, we see before us this soil teeming with the life of tiny creatures, full of nutrients and 
goodness. Without soil no life would exist upon the earth. By it we are nourished and to it we will 
return.  
 

Reading: (based on Matthew 13: 1-9) 

A  Where the soil is hard, neither ploughed nor forked, 
 the seed cannot take root and is eaten by the the birds.   
B Where the soil lies over rock with little depth,  
 the seeds  fail to develop deep roots.   
 Plants spring up quickly but soon wither away.  
A Where the soil is deeper but impoverished,  
 the seeds take root but the weeds grow more quickly   
 and choke the plants.   
B Where the soil is well-tended and fertile, in good heart, 
  the seed puts down deep roots, the plants grow tall 
 and strong and yield a rich harvest.   
 

Hymn: God whose farm is all Creation (HO&N 179) 

 

Blessing of the Soil 
We all turn to face the ploughed field 
O Creator God, Maker of all that is, we offer to you the soil, the earth of this field and this farm. We 
praise you for this marvellous and intricate creation. Help us to we reverence and respect the humble 
earth as your chosen means of feeding 



 

 

and providing for us. Bless + this soil and all the soil around us, the soil in our fields and gardens, the 
soil on the hills and in the woodlands, so that the whole earth gives glory to you, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Planting of the sunflowers seeds to take home and grow. Seed-heads to be brought to Team Harvest 
Festivals in Sept/Oct. to decorate our churches, then taken home to feed the birds.  
Finally we celebrate fire –and we praise God for the fire of the sun whose warmth enables all crops 
and plants to grow. Burning in a bush, blazing in a fiery pillar, Moses met you. Come God and meet us 
now 
 

Reading: Psalm 104 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O God, my God how great you are. You make darkness, and it is night when 
all the animals of the forest come creeping out. The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food 

from God.  When the sun rises, they withdraw  and lie down in their dens.  People go out to their 

work  and to their labour until the evening. You created the moon to mark the months and the sun 
knows the time to set. 
 
Lighting of sparklers 
Almighty God, whose will it is that the sun should pour out its warmth and so the earth bears its fruits 
in their seasons; Bless the labours of those who work in the field, bless the increase of crops and grain 
that they may produce wholesome food to be shared and enjoyed by all your people. In the name of + 
the Father, + and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
    

Prayers 
For the friendship and support of our communities, for the beauty of hills and valleys 
We thank you, Father. 
For the changing weather and seasons, the dawns and sunsets and the starry nights:     
We thank you, Father. 
For the fields and pastures which provide food  for our flocks and water from stream or river:  
We thank you, Lord. 
For our ewes, with their own wisdom; for their strength and care as mothers:    
We thank you, Lord. 
For lambs, for the miracle of their birth and for the bounding joy of their young life:   
We thank you, Lord. 
For those, who through their work in field and farm provide our food. 
We thank you Lord. 
For all who work in the farming industry, especially in difficult and stressful days. 
We thank you Lord for all who give of themselves to sustain us and we thank you for all the 
blessings you pour upon us each and every day.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn: All Creatures of our God and King (HO&N 9) 

 
Almighty God, bless this farm, this village, all our Team parishes and people. Bless our homes, our 
families, friends and neighbours and keep us faithful, helpful and true. And May God bless our going 
out and our coming in, this day and for evermore; in the name of + the Father, + and of the Son, + and 
of the Holy Spirit  
Amen.  

 


