
 

 

 
 

Introduction 
We have come together here on this beautiful day 
to give thanks for the opening of these kennels, 
and to ask for God’s blessing 
on the dogs who will stay here, 
and those who will look after them. 
  
The Bible tells us that God created animals  
to be companions to human beings; 
that we have been given authority to name them, 
and custodianship over them. 
In return for this gift, 
God has given us a responsibility to care for them, 
and to ensure that they are given the best life possible. 

  
Prayers 
St Francis of Assisi is the patron saint of animals. 
He had the wisdom to call animals friends, 
and devoted his life to feeding and caring from them. 
This is his prayer: 
God Our Heavenly Father,  
You created the world to serve humanity's needs  
and to lead them to You. 
By our own fault  
we have lost the beautiful relationship 
which we once had with all your creation. 
Help us to see 
that by restoring our relationship with You 
we will also restore it with all Your creation. 
Give us the grace to see all animals as gifts from You 
and to treat them with respect, 
for they are Your creation. 
 

Reading: Psalm 104.24, 27-31 

 

Reflection: Dog=God backwards 

 or 
(source unknown) 
If you can start the day without caffeine, 
If you can get going without pep pills, 
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If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 
If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, 
If you can eat the same food everyday and be grateful for it, 
If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time, 
If you can overlook it when those you love take it out on you when, through no fault of yours, 
something goes wrong, 
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 
If you can ignore a friend's limited education and never correct him, 
If you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend, 
If you can face the world without lies and deceit, 
If you can conquer tension without medical help, 
If you can relax without liquor, 
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 
If you can say honestly that deep in your heart you have no prejudice against creed, colour, religion or 
politics, 
Then, my friend, you are almost as good as your dog! 
 

Prayer 
Creator God, 
We thank you for the opportunity today 
to give thanks for the gift of dogs. 
We thank you for the joy they bring us, 
the companionship with which they provide us, 
and for the uniqueness of each one. 
  
We acknowledge the sinfulness of those  
who mistreat your creation, 
particularly those who neglect or abandon dogs. 
Forgive them, we pray, and help us to forgive them too. 
We ask that you will give them a new heart, 
and an understanding that all animals are a gift, 
to be cherished, nurtured and treated with respect; 
and inspire them to care for their pets properly. 
  
We pray for the dogs who will be looked after here, 
asking that you will provide the means necessary, 
and bless N and all the staff and volunteers 
in the good work that they do. 
  
May we see in the faces of the dogs, 
the face of the one who created them, 
that our own hearts might be renewed, 
and our commitment to the welfare of animals confirmed and strengthened. 
Be with us today and always, 
through your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
  

Blessing 
Blessed are you, Lord God, 
maker of all living creatures. 



 

 

On the fifth and sixth days of creation, 
you called forth fish in the sea, 
birds in the air and animals on the land. 
You inspired St. Francis to call all animals 
his brothers and sisters. 
Inspire us to do the same. 
  
We ask you to bless these kennels. 
May they be a place of love and security, 
where the dogs can find a place to call home. 
We ask you to bless all the dogs who will be housed here. 
By the power of your love, 
enable them to live according to your plan, 
experiencing dignity and respect, 
and being able to show love and loyalty in return. 
May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation. 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures!  
Amen. 
 
With thanks to Janet Sutton Webb – Cullompton, Devon (c) 2012 - except Prayer of St Francis 
 


