
 

 

 
 

 

This is suitable for a Christingle or Crib Service school nativity play. The play also refers to Jesus’ life 
and teaching. Biblical references are given at the end; this page can be printed out and given out 
as people leave. 

Cast:  Mary, Joseph, three innkeepers and a number of children to take the other parts, each to 
have a suitable mask or clothing.  

Start by singing ‘Little donkey’. The children can have bells, and wooden blocks to imitate the 
donkey’s footsteps. 

 
Mary and Joseph and the donkey start off at the back. 

Mary: Is this Bethlehem at last, Joseph? I am very tired. 
 
Donkey: I’m very tired too and my feet hurt.   
 
Joseph: Yes, it’s our journey’s end.  There are so many people around, I hope we can find suitable 

lodgings. 
 
Mary: I feel my time is very near.  We must find somewhere for me to have my baby. 
 
They knock on a door. 
 
Innkeeper 1: Are you looking for somewhere to stay?  I’m afraid you’ll have a lot of problems with 

Bethlehem being so full.  Try the inn at the other end of the town. 
 
They walk a little way.  A bird flies up to them 
 
Bird: If you want somewhere to have your baby, you can use my nest.  It is high up and safe.  No-

one will harm the baby and the wind in the branches will lull him to sleep. 
 
Mary: Thank you, dear bird, but we’d find it difficult to fit into your nest and the baby might fall 

out But I will remember and tell my son about you and he’ll tell people that they should 
follow your example and trust in God. 

 
They walk on a little and a sheep comes up to them 
 
Sheep: Why don’t you come with me and I’ll take you to my flock.  There’s a bright fire burning to 

keep you warm and my sisters will surround and protect you. 
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Joseph: Thank you, sister sheep, but we need some water to wash the baby and a cradle to put 
him in.  But we will remember and tell our son about you and he’ll tell stories about you 
and your sisters. 

 
They pass by a tree and the tree bends down its branches to them 
 
Tree: There’s a cave between my roots that’s dry and sheltered and would keep the cold wind 

away from you and the baby. There’d be leafy branches for a bed and I ‘d stand guard over 
you. 

 
Mary: Thank you, brother tree, but it wouldn’t be suitable for me to have my baby so close to the 

road with people coming and going all the time.  But I will remember and tell my son about 
you and one day you shall lift my son up and help him to make peace between God and all 
that’s been created. 

 
They go a little farther. 
 
Joseph: Here is another inn. Mary, you stay here with the donkey and I’ll go and ask if they have 

any room.   
 
Joseph knocks 
 
Innkeeper 2: It’s no good expecting me to help you. The situation is quite impossible.  It might be 

different if you looked clean and respectable and could afford to pay a lot.   
 
Joseph: We’re respectable people but tired and dirty after our journey.  Can’t you do anything for 

my wife? She’s going into labour? 
 
Innkeeper: That’s all I need, a woman about to have a baby!  Be off with you - try the poor place 

that calls itself an inn on the outskirts of the town. 
 
They go a little further.   A hen comes up to them. 
 
Hen: I live in a nice little house with my chicks and you are welcome to come and share it with me.  

The cheeping of my chicks, as I spread out my wings over them, will be a lullaby for your 
baby.  I’ll lay eggs for you to eat, if you can find someone to cook them. 

 
Mary: Thank you, dear mother hen, but I don’t think we can all fit into your house.  But I will 

remember you and tell my son about you. One day, he’ll yearn to protect Jerusalem in the 
same way as you gather your chicks under your feathers. 

 
A dog comes along the street. 
 
Dog: My kennel is bigger than the henhouse and I’m sure I could squeeze you and the baby in, 

though the donkey’d have to stay outside.  The baby could lie between my paws and I would 
lick him and protect him from all harm.  When you return home, I’d follow you and your son 
without looking back and be faithful to him as my master until death. 

 
Joseph: Thank you, brother dog, but I really don’t think that your kennel is big enough, although 

we’d like to have your protection in this crowded town.  And when we leave Bethlehem, 
we’ll take you with us to protect us from any danger that might threaten our son.  



 

 

 
Donkey: Dear master and mistress, I would gladly share my stable with you if I had one but at the 

moment I’m as homeless as you. 
 
Joseph: Yes, we’re all in the same boat.  We’re very glad of the way you have carried Mary so 

carefully and all the work you do at home.  One day, donkeys will have their hour of glory 
when one carries our son into the Holy City and all the people cry ‘Hosanna’. 

By now, they should have arrived at the front of the church.  They see the third inn and Joseph 
knocks. 
 
Innkeeper 3: Goodness gracious me - don’t tell me you’re looking for somewhere to stay and your 

wife in that condition as well.  I’m at my wits’ end with trying to fit people in.  I really 
can’t offer you anything at all. 

 
A cow puts her head over the door of her stable. 
 
Cow: I can share my stable with you.  There is straw on the floor and the baby can be put in my 

feed trough on some nice soft hay.  I’ll keep him warm with my breath and I can give milk for 
you to drink.  There is room in my stable for your donkey as well so he can be safe and 
warm. 

 
They all go in.  The other animals, the innkeepers and the tree gather round and everyone sings:    
Away in a manger 

or  
Joy to the world  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Biblical References behind the Play 

 

Matthew 10: 29 (NRSV)  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground without your father knowing.  You are of more value than 
many sparrows. 

Luke 12: 24 (NRSV) Consider the birds of the air:  they neither sow nor reap, they have no 
storehouse or barn and yet God feeds them.  Of how much more value 
are you than the birds. 

Luke 15:  3 - 7   Parable of the Lost Sheep 

John 10: 11 - 16  Jesus is the Good Shepherd (see also the references in the Old 
Testament which Jesus would have known:  Psalm 23, Isaiah 40: 11, 
Ezekiel 34: 1-16) 

John 3:  14 - 15 (REB) Jesus said:  “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the 
Son of Man must be lifted up.  (The Old Testament reference here is to 
Numbers 21: 6.) 

Colossians 1: 20 (NRSV) Through him (Jesus) God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 
his cross. 

Matthew 23: 37 (NRSV) Jesus said ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it.  How often have I desired to gather 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
but you would not let me’. 

Luke 9: 62 (NRSV)   Jesus said:  “Whoever puts his hand to the plough and keeps on 
looking back is not fit for the kingdom of God”. 

Mark 14: 27 (NRSV)  Jesus said: “You will all desert me, for it is written ‘I will strike the 
shepherd and the sheep will be scattered’ (this comes in the Old 
Testament in Zechariah 13: 7) 

Mark 14: 46 (NRSV) The men seized Jesus and arrested him. ...... Then everyone forsook 
him and fled. 

Zechariah 9: 9-10 (NRSV)  Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion, shout aloud, Daughter of   
Jerusalem, for see, your king is coming to you, humble and riding on an 
ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass.  He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

Matthew 21: 1-11   Entry into Jerusalem 

Luke 2:  6-7 (NRSV)   The baby was laid in a feed trough because there was no room for 
them to lodge in the house. 

 

 

 


