Christmas Day
Communion
The parts of the service to be said by the President or readers are in light type.The parts to be said by
the congregation are in bold black type
Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New: New Anglican Edition (1996).
At the Communion every member of the congregation is encouraged to come to the altar either for
Communion or a Blessing. Members of other denominations are most welcome to receive Communion.
If you wish to receive a blessing please bring your service sheet with you so that we know that that is
your wish.

Opening Carol 357 vs 1,2,6,7 O Come all ye faithful
The crib is prepared by the children

The Greeting
I bring you good news of great joy:
a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia.
Unto us a child is born,
unto us a Son is given. Alleluia.
He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia.
We worship and adore him. Alleluia.

Carol 51 Away in a Manger (first verse children only)
Prayers of Penitence
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:
'You shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.'
Therefore, let us seek the forgiveness of God through Jesus the Saviour of the world.
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness
to stand in your presence as your children. We have sinned:
forgive and heal us.
The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our disobedience to your will. We have sinned:
forgive and heal us.
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger.
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. We have sinned:

forgive and heal us.
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem.
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. We have sinned:
forgive and heal us.
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King.
Forgive our reluctance to seek you.
We have sinned:
forgive and heal us.
May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself,and cleanse you from all your sins
that we may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Word was made flesh and lived among us
and we have seen his glory.

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our eternal God

Isaiah 62: 6-12
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD, take no rest, and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes
it renowned throughout the earth. The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will
not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which
you have laboured; but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it

shall drink it in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build
up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The LORD has
proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, your salvation comes; his reward is with
him, and his recompense before him.’ They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of the
LORD’; and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol 75 Child in the manger
Titus 3: 4-7
But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of
any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Carol 554 While shepherds watched
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 2. 1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.
The Word was made flesh and lived among us
and we have seen his glory.

A Christmas Day Activity
Carol 440 See him lying on a bed of straw

Address
Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
The was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Intercessions
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.
Let us offer our prayers for the needs of the world.
Wonderful Counsellor, give your wisdom to the rulers of the nations…
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Mighty God, make the whole world know that the government is on your shoulders…
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Everlasting Father, establish your reign of justice and righteousness for ever…
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, bring in the endless kingdom of your peace…
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Lord of the Church,
hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever.
Amen.

The Peace
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. The
peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Carol 253 It came upon the midnight clear
The Collection is taken.
The table is prepared with bread and wine.
Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed,
by whose love heaven is opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere mighty creator, ever-living God. We give you
thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our fallen race humbled
himself was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one of us. We gladly thank
you with saints and angels praising you and saying
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
Do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for
all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and
resurrection
Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy
will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring
us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is kingdom,
the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those who are called to his
supper
Lord I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood
which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts, by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion
Carol 377 O little Town of Bethlehem
Prayer after Communion
Son of Mary, Son of God, we have joined the worship of the angels; may we never lose that heavenly
vision. Like the shepherds, we have rejoiced at the news of your birth;
help us to proclaim that message in word and deed,
to your praise and glory.
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your Son
and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of
glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we
and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Carol 199 Hark the herald angels sing
The Blessing

May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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