
 

 

 
 
 
They're used to things sometime being a bit different at Rochford. Pete, the Reader, was 
leading the service - nothing different there. He started the service with the Bible reading of 
the day. That was a bit different but not too radical. Then he asked the vicar what he was doing 
at the back of the church instead of in his proper place at the front. 
 

‘Well,’ came the answer, ‘I’m taking that bible reading seriously.’  
‘What do you mean?’ Pete asked. 
‘It said in the reading, “don't take the seat of honour”,’ came the reply. 
‘But you do have an honourable place, so come up the front,’ said Pete. 
‘OK,’ said the vicar, ‘but there are lots of others to be honoured too!’ 

 
So we remembered that Jesus honoured the children and told the adults to become childlike, 
and the children had seats at the front. The churchwarden with an amazing ministry of 
hospitality was honoured by a front seat.  
 
So was the Pastoral visitor for the care she gives to all in the community and her sense of 
humour and fun. We honoured the church stalwart for his many years of service to the 
community and church - and the fact that he knows how the heating works! 
  
We honoured the retired teacher for the way she had shaped the lives of many people in the 
area, the new people in the village for their wisdom in deciding that Rochford was the place to 
live, a diligent volunteer whose work pursuing grants has made such a difference to the hall 
and the couple who had decided that Rochford church is a good place to marry. 
 
In fact we honoured everyone that Sunday and we all sat at the front. Apart from the organist: 
we honoured her for her musical contribution to the church and her many years 
administration, but as the organ is at the back we let her stay where she could reach it to play! 
 
Rev Robert Barlow 
Priest in Charge Teme Valley South, Diocese of Worcester 
temevalleyvicar@gmail.com 
@RobertMBarlow  
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 74: Developing Lay Leaders, January 2017.  

 

Come up higher  


