
 

 

 
 

We gather around a bonfire in the churchyard, and each person is given a candle 
 
On this most holy night, 
When our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 
The Church invites her children throughout the world 
to come together in vigil and prayer. 
This is the Passover of the Lord. 
We remember his death and resurrection 
By hearing his word and celebrating his life, 
Confident that we shall share his victory over death 
And live with him forever in God. 
 
The Easter Candle is lit from the bonfire 
Eternal God, 
Who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
Set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Our candles are lit from the Easter Candle and we follow the Easter light into the darkness of the 
church building. 
The Easter Candle is placed on a stand at the front of the church. All the candles are lit. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Hymn 
During the hymn, the lights are switched on and our candles are blown out 
Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts to Heaven and voices raise: 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise. 
He, who on the cross a victim, for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, now is risen from the dead. 
 
Now the iron bars are broken, Christ from death to life is born, 
Glorious life, and life immortal, on the holy Easter morn. 
Christ has triumphed, and we conquer by His mighty enterprise: 
We with Him to life eternal by His resurrection rise. 
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Christ is risen, we are risen! Shed upon us heavenly grace, 
Rain and dew and gleams of glory from the brightness of Thy face; 
That we, with our hearts in Heaven, here on earth may fruitful be, 
And by angel hands be gathered, and be ever, Lord, with Thee. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia! to the Savior who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia! to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity: 
Alleluia, alleluia! to the Triune Majesty 
 
Please sit 
As we await the Risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history. We will hear 
how he saved his people in ages past and sent his Son to be our Redeemer and the Risen Lord. Let 
us pray that through this Easter celebration God may complete in each of us the saving work he 
has begun. 
 

The Word of God 
 
Genesis 22:1-18 Abraham and Isaac 
 
Exodus 14 Crossing the Red Sea 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 God promises a new heart 
 
The congregation stands. The Easter candle is taken into the centre of the congregation, and the 
Gospel account of the Resurrection is read. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Hymn 
During this hymn, the Easter candle is taken to a stand by the font, and we gather around the font.  
The day of Resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness,  
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over,  
with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light; 
and listening to his accents,  
may hear so calm and plain  
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain. 



 

 

 
 
Now let the heavens be joyful!  
Let earth her song begin! 
The round world keep high triumph,  
and all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord hath risen,  
our joy that hath no end.  
 

Affirming our Baptismal Faith 
Water is poured into the font 
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, we remember that we 
have died and been buried with him in baptism. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to 
new life with him. 
 
Therefore I ask: 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them 
 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them 
 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them 
 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
Therefore I ask: 
Do you turn to Christ as saviour? 
I turn to Christ. 
 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ. 
 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ. 
 
I ask you now to profess the faith of the church 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 



 

 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Is this your faith? 
Yes, this is my faith 
 
‘This is my faith’ – We hear stories of Christian faith 
 
I call upon those who are affirming their baptismal faith  
to renew their commitment to Jesus Christ 
I answer the call of God my creator. 
I trust in Jesus Christ as my Saviour. 
I seek new life from the Holy Spirit. 
 
God, who has called you, is faithful. 
Rejoice in your baptism into Jesus Christ. 
Walk in the life of the Spirit. 
 
Water is sprinkled on the congregation as a reminder of baptism 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptised into your name. 
Keep us faithful to our baptism, 
and so make us ready for that day 
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
God of mercy and love, 
in baptism you welcome the sinner 
and restore the dead to life. 
You create a clean heart in those who repent, 
and give your Holy Spirit to those who ask. 
Grant that your servants may grow 
into the fullness of the stature of Christ. 
Equip them with the gifts of your Holy Spirit, 
and fill them with faith in Jesus Christ 
and with love for all your people, 
in the service of your kingdom.  
Amen. 
 
May God who has called you by name 



 

 

pour upon you the riches of his grace,  
so that, within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people,  
you may daily be renewed by his Spirit  
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. 
Amen. 
 
As you return to your seat, you are invited to dip your hand in the water and make the sign of the 
cross to remember your own baptism and God’s call on your life. 
 

Hymn 
Love's redeeming work is done, 
fought the fight, the battle won. 
Lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
Lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
death in vain forbids him rise; 
Christ has opened paradise.  
 
Lives again our victorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following out exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise, 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection thou!  
 
We turn to face the door 
A representative from of each of the congregations in our United Parish comes forward 
 

Commission 
God has called us to follow Christ, 
and has formed us into a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
to declare the wonderful deeds of him who called us  
out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 
Each representative receives an Easter candle 
 
Take the light of Christ to (church, village, area….) 
 
You have received the light of Christ; 
Walk in this light all the days of your life 



 

 

Shine as a light in the world 
To the glory of God the Father 
 

Hymn 
During this hymn, our own candles are lit again and we move out to the churchyard 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay. 
 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 
Thine be the glory.. 
 
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conqu’rors, through Thy deathless love: 
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above. 
 
Thine be the glory.. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taken from a service for the Parish of Swaledale with Arkengarthdale: A Service of Light for Easter Eve 


